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April 
2011 

 
VOLUME FOURTEEN 

 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life.”   John 3 v.16  

Film:  “The Passion”   
Shown in 2 parts    4.30- 6-30 p.m.   on Sunday April 17th & 

Saturday 23rd (see page 4) 
 

A Good Friday Reflection 
Readings and poems combined with hymns, music and 

recordings 
St. Nicholas Church  2 p.m. on April 22nd 

 
Easter Sunday 

“Christ is Risen, Alleluia” 
Family Communion Service   10 a.m. St. Nicholas Church 

Evening Communion Service   5.30 p.m.   Methodist Church 

Annual Parish Meet-
ing in Bernard Hall  
7.30  April 18th 

 
Free holiday Activities for 
Children   April 20th  see diary 

 
Launch of Boules 
Pitch May 1st 
see page 3 

 

Madrigals from 
Church Tower  
May 2nd  (see 
page 4) 

 
Music in Quiet Places—Concert in Church 
Details in May issue 

Christian Aid Coffee 
Evening  
May 18  see page 2 

Sunshine Club, 
Spring Bazaar  April 
16th (see page 3) 

Celebratory Meal 
April 20th 
(see page 2) 

Don’t forget to vote 
for your local Parish 
Council on 5th May 
(see page 2) 
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Nigel Featherston writes 
 
As I write these words, I still have the message from the March Family Service reso-
nating within me. The focus of the service was God’s blessing to us and how we too 
can become a blessing to others. God’s wonderful Will for our lives is that we should 
all live in harmony and that we should love and support each other. 
 
This way we can truly be a blessing in our communities . As Paul said in his Letter to 
the Ephesians 4:32, “Be kind to each other, tender hearted, forgiving one another, just 
as God through Christ has forgiven you.” 

 
This Lent you may well have decided to do more rather than less in terms of exploring The Bible with the help of 
the Lent Course in church. If you have missed the sessions in March, don’t worry there are two more in April, 5th or 
6th and 12th or 13th, please come along and join us if you can, all are most welcome. 
 
As Easter approaches let us spend time together reflecting on God’s great blessing to us of His Son, Jesus and the 
sacrifice that he made for us all on the cross. So with all the many things happening in our busy lives at the moment 
let us be still and draw comfort from these words taken from, 2 Peter 1:2 
 
“May God give you more and more grace and peace as you grow in your knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord.” 
 
May God bless us all this Easter Time. 
 
Nigel 

Thought For The Month 

Caroline Thompson is again opening her 
home for the popular Christian Aid Coffee 
Evening on Wednesday, May 18th from 
7.30 p.m. onwards.  
 
There will be a Plant Stall as well as a 

“Bring and Buy”. Everyone is welcome.  Further details in May issue. 

A Last Supper celebratory meal will be held in  
St. Nicholas Church on Wednesday, April 20th  
( 7 for 7.15 p.m.) 
 This is an opportunity to discover the link between Jesus 
and the Jewish Passover. 
Tickets ( suggested donation, to cover expenses, £5) are obtainable in advance 
from Myles Saker (291825)   

The Notice of Elections was published on 21st March 2011 and anyone wishing 
to stand for election, should contact the Clerk, Venetia Davies on 01844 290616 
or venetia.davies@talktalk.net for a nomination pack or contact the Electoral 
Register Manager on 01296 585807 or electoralreg@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk. 
The formal election process is handled by the elections team at Aylesbury Vale 
District Council and the deadline for nominations is no later than noon on Mon-
day 4th April.   
District Council and Parish Council Elections are being held on Thursday 5th 
May 2011 with polling taking place between 7am and 10pm. 

Cuddington Wildlife – 
Get Involved! 
We live in a countryside 
that, whilst being inten-
sively farmed, contains a lot 
of wild plant and animal 
life, and our goal this year 
is to work with the Cud-
dington community to: 

Learn more about our wildlife and 
Take action to improve habitats for 

wildlife to thrive. 
 
We are going to roll out a series of 
projects and activities that we hope 
will be fun and enrich peoples’ lives, 
and to start off, look out for: 
The Cuddington Garden Watch on 
May 14th/15th 2011. 
Many of you may have joined the 
RSPB Garden Watch earlier this year, 
but we hope that many more Cudding-
ton folk will want to find out what 
birds, mammals, amphibians and even 
reptiles are in and around the village. 
We will distribute collection sheets in 
May to everyone, and ask you to 
watch your garden or surrounding area 
and note down the number and type of 
birds, mammals (not domestic pets), 
amphibians (frogs, newts, toads) and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Monday 18th April at 7.30pm 
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in the Bernard Hall on Monday 18th 
April at 7.30pm. 
 
This is not a Parish Council meeting but a general meeting of the village.  Please 
come along to find out what is happening in Cuddington.  It's a great opportunity to 
hear about the achievements of the whole village over the last year, to air your 
views about village issues, catch up with other villagers and meet new residents.   
The full Agenda will be posted soon.   
 
If you would like to include anything (such as what projects you feel should hap-
pen in the village, how the village can be improved, etc), please contact Venetia 
Davies on venetia.davies@talktalk.net.  Likewise, Clubs and Societies are in-
vited to contribute on the evening. 
 
Everyone is welcome to wine and soft drinks at the end of the meeting and con-
tinue the informal discussions  

Keep this afternoon 
free for the grand 
opening of the new 
Cuddington Boules 
Piste (Pitch), on the 
Playing Field.  Eve-
ryone in Cuddington 
is invited and bring 
along friends and 
family. The game can be played by 
anyone, as long as they are between 
about 5 and 100 years old!!  It doesn’t 
matter if you have never even seen 
Boules before, because absolutely no 
experience is needed to start playing. 
 
Plenty of sets of metal boules are 
available to use, but by all means 
bring your own, if you have some. Tui-
tion will be on hand, together with sets 
of rules.  The bar in the Pavilion will 
be open from 1pm onwards, for beer, 
wines, spirits and soft drinks.  There 
will be baguettes available, from 1pm 
to 3pm, with a selection of cheese, ham 
and paté. 
 
Mode of dress is optional, but there 
will be a prize for the player looking 
‘most French’!  So dig out the berets 
and striped T-shirts! 
 
Do come along and have some fun, 
even if you only want to watch. 
 
Ken Birkby  Tel 292921  

The subject for the March meeting was "Hospitals and Art in Renaissance Italy" 
which the speaker, Dawn Cumming, introduced by saying that it is only recently 
that the importance of hospital art at this time has been recognised.  Hospitals, she 
explained, originally offering hospitality to pilgrims by the 13th century began 
caring for the sick. The priest was as important as the doctor as not only was 
medicine often ineffective but religion an integral part of everyday life. 
  
The hospital Santa Maria De Nuova in Florence was the fore runner of modern 
hospitals, founded by Falco Portinari on the insistence of his servant Mona 
Tessa.  Not only were the Chapel and interior decorated with paintings by re-
nowned  artists such as Fra Angelico (The Coronation of the Virgin), Botticelli 
(The Adoration of the Magi) and Hugo Van Der Goes (The Pontinari Triptych), 
all now in the Uffizi Gallery, but the outside was also adorned.  In a lunette above 
the door  was the "Christ of Sorrows" a torso of Christ The Healer now in the Vic-
toria and Albert Museum, London. 
  
The "Ospedale Dei Innocenti" also in Florence was built in 1419 as a foundling 
hospital.  Brunelleschi built the portico that is adorned with roundels by Andrea 
Della Robbia, Lucca Della Robbia sculpted a glazed terra cotta of the Madonna 
and Child while Sandro Botticelli a painting of the Madonna and Child. Both hos-
pitals are in use today, Ospendale Dei Innocenti now a centre of paediatric excel-
lence. 
  
In Sienna the hospital of Santa Maria Della Scala boasts a magnificent frieze de-
picting everyday life in the ward.   
Dawn explained the significance of the 
saints and the allegories showing for 
example the confrontation between a 
dog and a cat thought to represent the 
mutual disdain of the physician and the 
surgeon.  Little changes over the centu-
ries!   
  
Dawn spoke of other art forms such as 
the beautiful apothecary jars that grew 
up in association with hospitals.  Per-
haps the most fascinating although ar-
tistically crude, was the painted hospital 
bed.  A delightful object that is difficult to place in the context of our modern con-
cept of a hospital. 
  
Dawn said that she was so fascinated by the Italian Renaissance that she some-
times felt she must have lived during that time, certainly on this Tuesday evening 
she took the audience of the History Society with her to that fascinating era. 

The Sunshine Club’s 
Spring Bazaar - a tradi-
tional village event not 
to be missed!!   

This will be held at The Bernard Hall 
on Saturday 16th April at 2.00pm with 
all the familiar stalls - homemade 
cakes, white elephant, clothing, raffle, 
tombola  and teas.  
Admission 20p, children free. 
We will be delighted to accept contri-
butions at the Hall on the morning of 
the 16th or please phone 01844 291 
526 for collection.  
 
Recycling Appeal  
We continue to collect used ink car-
tridges and old mobile phones for re-
cycling in aid of our funds.  These can 
be dropped off at Cuddington Post 
Office (thank you Les and Jan).  
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Although it may be hard to believe that it’s a year since 
the last one we all gathered  in the Bernard Hall for this 
annual celebration. 
There were about seventy guests in an atmosphere of great 
jollity. One of the great things about this function is that 
everyone knows everyone else, which means that it is a 
very social occasion. However Chris Blumer attempted to 
get us under some sort of control, and eventually everyone 
was sitting down, knives and forks at the ready, waiting 
for the Sweet & Sour Pork and supporting cast. Whoever 
created the recipe deserves much praise; fortunately there 
was enough for further helpings. 
This was followed by what the menu described as “various desserts”. This did 
not do them justice as they were all masterpieces in their own right. And a cheese 
board too. 
Time then for a talk by the guest of the evening, The Rev David Winter (see pho-
tograph above), well-known for his morning radio talks, “Lift Up Your Hearts”, 
and latterly “Thought For The Day”. His topic was “Reading the Bible”; his mes-
sage was simple; enjoy it. The Bible contains a vast amount of history, drama, 
tragedy, poetry, morality and joy.  Just dip into it anywhere; you won’t be disap-
pointed.  
He finished with an anecdote; one of the readers for a radio programme was 
given an extract from the Wisdom of Solomon in the Apocrypha to read. Instead 
he turned to the Song of Solomon and didn’t bother to check it before his read-
ing. Having finished he realised he hadn’t been aware of its rather fruity nature. 
Sure enough letters started to come in. Some listeners did not fully appreciate it 
but others obviously did, and one man wanted to know “what was the name of 
the book and where could he get it?” 
So it was time to fold up the tables and chairs and steal quietly home. Thanks to 
all who helped in so many ways to make it once again a successful Cuddington 
event. 

An event not to 
be missed! 
The Witchert 
Chorale have 
again offered to 
sing Madrigals  
from the top of 
the Church 
Tower on Mon-
day May 2nd at 
9.30 a.m. 

Everyone is welcome to come and 
listen and share in the refreshments 
afterwards.  

On Tuesday, March 8th  Cuddington W.I. celebrated its 62nd birthday. Unfortunately Lydia 
Woodford, one of our two Founder Members was not well enough to attend but happily Dorothy 
Woodford was with us. 
As usual members from neighbouring W.I.’s had been invited and visitors and hostesses alike 
enjoyed a delicious tea and were inveigled into buying raffle tickets by the splendid display of 
prizes. 
The talk for the afternoon was certainly worthy of this special occasion. Mrs. Beryl  Hulbert 
spends much time in Jersey, and her extensive knowledge of the island illustrated by her beauti-
ful slides enabled her listeners to be taken on a magical tour of this special island. 
We were shown relics of Jersey’s distant past in Martello Towers and ruins of castles. Twentieth 
century reminders were provided by a picture of a hotel and an old car , both used in the TV 
series about the well-known fictitious detective Bergerac, and the zoo set up by the famous zo-
ologist Gerard Durrell ( author of  “My Family and Other Animals” ) was also shown. 
The varied landscape of the island provided great interest along with its flora and fauna. Many 
species were special to the island - Jersey cows (along with the Jersey cream teas), the Jersey 

Tiger Moth and the Jersey Orchid. We saw fields of this magnificent orchid along with fields of Jersey lavender. These were , 
of course, reminders of  Jersey’s commercial growing of flowers, but everywhere was covered in flowers—the cliff tops, the 
sides of the roads and, of course, the magnificent gardens, and it was in connection with the island’s flowers that Mrs. Hul-
bert ended her talk. She had been particularly impressed with the annual “Battle of Flowers”  -- the August event when the  
twelve districts of the  island vied with each other for the best float, the theme of which had to be totally presented in flowers. 
Thousands and thousands of flower heads were used for the competition with incredible results. Mrs. Hulbert showed us a 
larger than life peacock whose intricate plumage patterns were unbelievably presented totally by flowers. 
This had provided a wonderful tour of a fascinating island for everyone, but it had been of special significance for Diane 
Picot who, while proposing the vote of thanks, told us that the island was very special for her as it was in Jersey that she and 
Tony had spent their honeymoon. 
 
April Meeting 
Because of the speaker’s illness the advertised talk is to be replaced by one on “The Work of the Samaritans”.           

Mrs Hulbert 

This will be shown in Church in two 
parts  on Sunday April 17th and Satur-
day April 23rd.  
On both occasions it will last from 
4.30 to 6.30 p.m. with a break for re-
freshments . 
The film was sponsored by the Bible 
Society and screened on BBC 1 in 
2008.  
A comment in the Guardian was “ The 
Easter Story goes real time and is bril-
liant. There is a vitality and realness 
about the whole thing” 
Everyone is invited to come and see 
this excellent film showing the events 
leading up to Easter.  
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In March, Cuddington Youth Drama produced yet another delightful show in the 
Bernard Hall – our congratulations and thanks go to the Cast and Crew who 
were: 
 
CAST 
Telemachus  … Kenan John, William Davidson, Ben Stoll, Aeneas Duncan 
Athena  …………………………..……..Georgina Hayward, Bethan James 
Penelope …………………………………………………… Martha Barnes 
Eurymachus ………………………………………………William Stonham 
Odysseus  ……………………………………………………..Jamie Bolton 
Eurycleia  ……………………………………………………..Ella Richards 
King Alcinous  ………………………………………………….Ben Kelsey 
Queen Arete …………………………………………………… Laura Paine 
Laodomus …………………………………………………….. Gabe Locke 
Cyclops ……………………………………………………… Giles Clifford 
Calypso ………………………………………………………… Ilona Ecott 
Nausicaa ………………………………………………… Fanette Perrineau 
Messenger …………………………………………………….. Gabe Locke 

Warriers: 
Molly Baars, Alex Bradley, Joe Chap-
man, William Chapman, Patrick Clif-
ford, Charlie Dyckhoff, Morgan Ecott, 
Kyle Eldridge, Edward Elgin, Charlotte 
Evans, Emily Neal, Eliza Tewson, Tod 
Tewson 

 

 

Greek maidens: 
Isobell Connolly, Bryony Davies, Lucy Evans, Mim Hook, Izzy McLoughlin, 
Olivia Morris-Jones, Molly Neal, Cecily Plant, Luciana Randall, Tessa Siddall  

CREW 
Director ………………………………………………………..   Elaine English 
Musical Director ………………………………………………   Gary Hawkins 
Stage Management ………………  Annie Bradley, Jack Clifford, Simon Taylor 
Sound  ………………………………………………………………. Chris Long 
Lighting …………………………………  Jon Pearce, Kenan John, Laura Paine 
Props …………………………………………………………….   Simon Taylor 
Wardrobe and makeup …. Bryony Davies, Mim Hook, Molly Neal, Cecily Plant 
Prompter ……………………………………………………….. Lydia Dyckhoff 
Music composed and performed by ……………………………... Gary Hawkins 
Programme …………………………………………………………..Chris Long 
Harp prelude …………………………………………………….. Imogen Locke 

Last year several members of the W. I.   
entered a competition to make a wall 
hanging which would help children 
learn about months of the year. The 
completed article included the poem 
“Thirty days hath September...” and 
had individual pockets with the appro-
priate  month attached to the front with 
Velcro. Each pocket contained  a poem 
and craft items or laminated pictures, 
relevant to that month. 
We  were delighted when Mrs. 
K.Price, Head Teacher, accepted the 
offer of our entry for Cuddington and 
Dinton School and invited us to their 
Morning Assembly on March 21st. It 
was a very happy occasion and we 
hope that the children will enjoy learn-
ing from our wall hanging.    

We have now had solar panels on our roof for 
over a year and we are delighted with the way it 
is working.  So far it has been completely trou-
ble free (and it is guaranteed for many years ) 
Not only are we doing something for the  
environment by producing some definitely  
“green” electricity but we are also finding, be-
cause of the generous government  grant, that we 
are getting a very good interest on the invest-
ment we made when we paid for the installation. We do recommend it.  
If you would like to know more details then do contact us...01844 291313. 
        Peggy and Nan Cattell 

February 2011 was mild and dull with 
near normal rainfall. The average  
monthly temperature was 6.6 deg C 
(44F) compared with the long term 
average of 4.7 deg C (40F); it was the 
mildest February since 2002when the 
mean monthly temperature was 6.7 
deg C (44F). 
 
Daytime maximum air temperatures in 
February averaged 9.5 deg C (49F); 
the eleven year average is 8.0 deg C 
(46F). Night time air minimum tem-
peratures averaged 3.7 deg Celsius 
(39F) - the long term average is 1.4 
deg Celsius (35F). 
 
The actual highest day time air 
maxima, for February occurred on the  
24th/25th (13.1 deg C, 56F) and the 
lowest, 28th (4.4 deg C, 40F). 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The Cuddington Gardening Club hosted this very prestigious event on Monday, 28 
February 2011 in the Bernard Hall in front of more than 150 rather noisy and ex-
cited local people. 
 

Did you know, GQT started in 1947 and has more than 2 million listeners each 
week - how is that for popularity? 
 

There were approximately 60 questions written out and submitted from which the 
GQT chairman and producers chose 11 for the panel to answer. Contrary to what 
you may think, the panel did not see the questions in advance or have a hand in 
choosing the questions they had to answer. 
 

The panel consisted of gardening experts Pippa Greenwood, Mathew Biggs and 
Chris Beardshaw and was chaired by Eric Robson. The programme was broadcast 
on Friday, 11 March and repeated on Sunday, 13 March. Questions ranged from 
disappearing gravel to growing potatoes in a bucket with a lot of banter in between 
helped, no doubt, by the glass of wine consumed before the beginning of the re-
cording! It produced a lively programme with a good range of gardening tips.  
 

Speaking to the assistant producer as people arrived, keen - an hour before re-
cording started, she said with exclamation that everybody seemed to know every-
body, so I said that was because we live in a village. She replied, “I have never 
lived in a village” and I said she should try it. 
 

As people left at the end of the evening, the chief recording technician told me that 
it had been the quickest programme he had made due to the fact that no-one had 
had to repeat their questions. 
 

As good as the BBC was, much credit must go to the Gardening Club Committee 
and its Chairman, Elsie Frost, for their excellent organisation and hard work since 
first applying to the BBC in 2007, thank you. 

 

Our reporter, John Fortgang, adds a 
few more details .... 
The 28th February gave Cuddington its 
15 minutes of fame – or, to be precise, 
45 minutes. Wires and microphones  
were hanging from the ceiling in the 
Bernard Hall, dangling over a panel of 
well-known gardeners who were 
perched precariously on the stage. 
Yes, Gardeners’ Question Time had 
arrived and every Cuddingtonian (and 
a few foreigners) were squeezed into 
every conceivable nook and corner of 
our venerable hall which has probably  
never had so many folk in there. 
At the appointed time the chairman, 
Eric Robson, squeezed on to the stage 
and introduced his panel. To your re-
porter, who is not a gardener, the 
names meant little, but to everyone 
else in the Hall they were clearly little 
less than Gods of the Garden.  And in 
the front row sat the Chosen Few – 
those who had been selected  as The 
Questioners. 
The magic of modern radio was fully 
displayed at the end when Mr Robson 
shushed everyone while he listened to 
his headphones, he then announced 
cheerfully that as his opening remarks 
had not been properly recorded he 
would have to do it again. At first your 
reporter panicked as he thought this 
meant the whole programme but hap-
pily it was only to repeat Cuddington’s  
quintessence. 
Now, wherever Cuddingtonians  go, 
we can mention the name with pride, 
knowing that people will say envi-
ously, “Gosh, weren’t you on Garden-
ers’ Question Time?” 

There were 1,093 visits to the website during Febru-
ary – another increase on the previous month and a 
very pleasing result for the shortest month of the 
year.  Over 60 households in and around Cuddington 
have now signed up as members of the website, and 

are taking advantage of the personalised calendar and instant email reports of 
new website content. 
 
One of the most popular pages on the website continues to be the Village History 
page (featuring this month an article on the village’s pubs a hundred years ago).  
We’re keen to add to the material on this page and we’d love to hear from any-
one with old photographs of the village, especially if there’s a story behind them.  
‘Old’ doesn’t necessarily mean pre-war: photos from the 1940s, ’50s and ’60s are 
just as welcome.  All photos will be returned and we’ll take great care of them 
while scanning them for the website.  If you can help, please contact Chris Long 
on 291153.  www.cuddingtonvillage.com 

The highest night time air minima oc-
curred on the 6th (9.9 deg C, 50F) and  
the lowest, 1st (minus 4.3 deg C, 24F); 
the lowest grass temperature  
occurred at this time, (minus 7.5 deg 
C, 19F). 
 
It was a dull month with only 36.47 
hours of bright sunshine being re-
ceived; you would normally expect a 
monthly total of around 72 hours. 
 
A windy period was experienced from 
the 4th through to the 8th; wind gusts  
exceeded 41 mph (66 kph) on all these 
days, culminating in a gust of 51 mph  
(82 kph) on the 6th. 
 
Rainfall amounted to 43.5 mm (1.71 
in) compared with the 13 year long 
term  
average of 44.3 mm (1.74 in). 
 
Sean Clarke 

(Continued from page 5) 
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The March meeting started with the AGM where our Chairman Elsie 
Frost reported another successful year with 75 members and talks cover-
ing a wide range of topics. There were two coach outings, local garden 

visits, the highlight being the Village Safari in June where five gardens in the village 
were visited finishing at Wellfield House for a delicious tea in lovely surroundings. 
 
Elsie thanked the Committee for all their help, in particular Tony Picot and Yvonne 
Edmonds who are standing down after many years service.  They will be greatly missed but will continue to help in practical 
matters for which the Club is very grateful. 
 
The evening continued with a “Guess The Garden” slide show.  Elsie had put together a lovely selection of gardens, mostly in 
this country but some abroad, from photographs that she and James had taken. Sir Michaels Heseltine’s and Sir Roy Strong’s 
gardens were featured as well as The Eden Project and Portmeirion village (see photograph).  The Gardening Club would like 
to thank Chris Blumer for his help on the night with the projector. 
 
The meeting concluded with the distribution of the Murphy Potatoes; there were 39 buckets handed out and the weigh in will 
be on 12th September. 
 
The next meeting is on Monday 11th April when Margaret Easter will be talking on “Herbs in the Garden”, both for culinary 
and medicinal purposes. She is an experienced garden photographer and she will be bringing plants for sale. 

April 
Sunday  3rd   10.00 a.m.     Mothering Sunday  
     Family Service 
Monday        4th    9.05 a.m.     School Assembly in  
     Church. Parents welcome 
Tuesday       5th 7.30 p.m.     Lent Course in Church 
Wednesday 6th  7.30 p.m.     Lent Course in Church 
Wednesday  6th       7.30 p.m.   Parish Council Meeting 
Monday   11th     7.30 p.m.      Gardening Club   “Herbs in the Garden”  
     Margaret Easter  
Tuesday       12th     2.30 p.m.       W.I.  Talk on “The Work of the Samaritans” 
Tuesday       12th     7.30 p.m.     Lent Course in Church 
Wednesday  13th     7.30 p.m.     Lent Course in Church 
Thursday      14th     7.30 –11 a.m. Refuse Freighter in Playing Fields Car Park 
Saturday       16th     2.00 p.m.     Sunshine Club Spring Bazaar  in the Bernard 
     Hall (see page ??) 
Sunday          17th     4.30 p.m.      Film “ The Passion” in Church  (see page 4) 
Monday      18th     7.30p.m.      Annual Parish Meeting in the Bernard Hall  
     (see page 3) 
Tuesday       19th     7.30  p.m      History Society   “King Zog of Albania & his 
     Exile in Buckinghamshire” Neil Reed 
Wednesday   20th     2-4.30 p.m.    Play around the Parishes (Playing Field and 
     Clubhouse) 
     Free holiday activities for children aged 1-11 
     years 
Wednesday  20th      7 for 7.15p.m  Last Supper celebratory meal in Church (see 
     page 2) 

Friday          22nd    2.00 p.m.       Good Friday Reflection in Church  
Saturday       23rd    4.30 p.m.      Film “ The Passion” in Church  (see page ?) 
Sunday         24th    Easter Day 
      
May 
Sunday         1st        1.00 p.m.      Launch of Boules Pitch on Playing Field 
Monday        2nd       9.30 a.m.     Madrigals from the Church Tower (see page 
Thursday      5th        Local Elections ( see page 
Tuesday       10th       2.30 p.m.       W.I.  Resolutions 
Wednesday  11th       7.30 p.m.      Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday      14th       7.30 p.m.      “Music in Quiet Places”  Concert in Church 
Sunday        15th       Start of Christian Aid Week 
Monday       16th       7.30 p.m.      Gardening Club “ Beautiful Kashmir”   
     Anthony Powell  
Tuesday       17th      7.30  p.m      History Society  “The Verneys of  
     Buckinghamshire” Colin Oates 
Wednesday  18th       7.30 p.m.     Christian Aid Coffee Evening  Skittle Green 
     Cottage (see page 2) 
Thursday      26th      7.30 p.m.      King James Version Study Evening in  
     Haddenham Church 

reptiles (eg grass snakes) that you see 
during a 1 hour period. The data will 
be put on computer and after reporting 
the results, will be stored so that we 
can add to it in future years.  
 
The Cuddington Wildlife Photogra-
phy Competition. 
Entry forms will shortly be available 
for the photography competition. 
There will be 3 age groups (under 12, 
under 19 and adult) and the photo-
graphs must be taken within a mile of 
the village. The images will be dis-
played and judged at the Cuddington 
Fete, and there will be prizes.  
 
Talks and workshops on farming, 
forestry and improving local habi-
tats. 
Did you know that the Waddesdon 
Estate farms most of the arable land 
around Cuddington? This is great news 
as the Estate has been awarded the 
highest level of environmental stew-
ardship. The farming manager has 
agreed to give us a talk about what 
they are doing, and this will be fol-
lowed by a workshop on how we can 
cooperate with them to improve local 
habitats. 
 
Later in the year, we will be focusing 
on woodlands, wildlife in and around 
the River Thame and other topics. 
Details will be provided as they be-
come available on the Cuddington 
Website at: 

 www.cuddingtonvillage.com 

 
(Continued from page 2)…. 
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  Services at St. Nicholas    
(Churchwardens:  Caroline Stonham  292221 

            David Benson 01296 433757) 
  April  2011 

 
 3rd      10 am   MOTHERING SUNDAY 
                                FAMILY SERVICE  
  3rd      5.00 pm  Tea and Prayer 
  
10th  10 am  ALL-AGE  MORNING  
  WORSHIP and BAPTISM  
 
17th       10 am  MORNING WORSHIP  

for PALM SUNDAY   
 
17th      11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A  service with hymns, according to the  
                          Book of Common Prayer. 
 
22nd      2pm   GOOD FRIDAY REFLECTION 
  “An Hour Before the Cross” 
 
24th      10 am   FAMILY COMMUNION 
   for EASTER DAY 
    

There is a service at 5.30 pm each Sunday  
    at Cuddington Methodist Chapel  

A mad, mad March but it has not been an uneventful 
March; gales, frost, sun, rain, a microcosm of the year 
as a whole. 
 
Despite the weather, this is the season of bulbs, you 
can never have enough! Take a notepad round the 
garden and list the empty spaces for planting in the 
autumn. Or you can cheat by buying pots of bulbs 
from the garden centre and filling in; it may be more 
expensive but this has the advantage in that you can 
see the gaps. Choose different varieties of daffodils 
and dwarf narcissus to extend the season. We also 
have hyacinths, not particularly fashionable at the 
moment, in fact rather brash at first, but they naturalise over the years and give 
off their wonderful fragrance. 
 
Hellebores, in particular the Lenten Rose (H. orientalis) are perhaps the most 
magical plants in spring with their glossy, evergreen and deeply divided leaves. 
They come in beautiful colours ranging from pure white to cream, rosy pink, 
burgundy, through to murky purple and almost blue-black. When the cup-shaped 
flowers are lifted they reveal their delicate spotted markings. They are very 
greedy plants and need a good feed of compost and leaf mould     
 
The Gardening Year is getting under way, now is the time for the first major 
weeding sessions, otherwise you will regret it about May! This is also the chance 
to take stock of the herbaceous plants - thinking about the summer, ask yourself 
if they need to be divided or moved into a better position. Should you decide to 
split older clumps, dig them up, and then either gently pull the roots apart with 
forks, back to back, or chop them into quarters with the spade. When doing do 
please remember to pot up those you don’t need, in preparation for the Plant Stall 
at the Village Fete.  
 
Usually, by March, we have cut the grass several times but due to the very cold 
and wet weather we have not had to give the lawns and the paths their first cut of 
the year until the middle of the month. That was a real bonus on our time. 
 
Disasters in the garden; as mentioned last month rotting Cordylines and Phor-
miums, dead Myrtle, Ceaonothus and Escallonia turning in February but falling 
over in March due to the weather, or so you may think but in fact the roots were 
struck down earlier in the winter and it takes time for the shrubs above ground to 
succumb to the deadly cold. 
 
All is not lost, we still have the Melianthus major, some of the shrubby salvias 
and with a bit of luck the Penstemons “Red Garnet” are showing signs of growth; 
due to the mad, mad March we have even had some of the garden ahead of itself. 
The majesty, the magnificence of the Snakes Head Fritillary (pictured) which 
seem to thrive in shaded damp conditions under the Chestnut Tree as well as the 
dry open conditions of the Wild Flower Meadow. 
 
Countless other plants are expanding their chest as if to say “we cannot wait to 
spring into life” and the trees are saying “do not forget us; we want to come into 
leaf as well”.  
 
James & Elsie  

Errata 
We apologise for mistakenly referring 
to the illustrated flower in last month’s 
article as being a Begonia whereas it 
should have been Bergenia (as James 
and Elsie had written) – sharp-eyed 
gardeners would have realised that 
begonias do not flower until the sum-
mer! Ed 

It is that time of year with lots of crea-
tive activities taking place in school- 
Mothers’ Day Cards, Easter Cooking 
and an Arts Week based on a painting of 
George and the Dragon. 
 
We have had a whole school assembly, 
where all 139 children celebrated 
Springtime. Our year 1 children have 
been to Banbury Toy museum and our 
older children had the opportunity to 
improve their cycling skills on the Jun-
ior site. 
 
The  whole school have been actively 
involved in raising funds for various 
charities- Comic Relief, a children’s 
charity in Japan and the Jenny and Jessy 
School. 
 
Our next family is on the 4th April at 
9.10 am- it would be wonderful to see 
you there. 
 
I would like to give you a date for the 
future- 24th May is the annual May 
Dancing around the village. 
 
 
Mrs K Price 
Headteacher 
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